
   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Besides its journal, Studies in Central and East Asian Religions, The Seminar for Buddhist Studies also 

publishes individual works on Buddhist Studies and Asian Religions. The following works are scheduled 

for publication as detailed: 

 
Esoteric Buddhism in Japan. Selected Papers from Two SBS Gatherings on Esoteric 

Buddhism. Edited by Ian Astley-Kristensen. Foreword by Matsunaga Yūkei. Summer 

1991, pp. c. 200. 

The Esoteric Buddhist Tradition. Selected Papers from the 1989 SBS Conference. Edited 

by Henrik H. Sørensen. Summer 1991, pp. c. 200. 

 

Authors are invited to submit their work for consideration for publication in the series. The 

monographs will normally be between 100 and 250 pages in length, but items of special merit which fall 

outside these limits will also be considered. Authors’ attention is drawn to the following condition: for 

economic reasons, work for publication as a monograph must be submitted in electronic form. Please 

write to the Editors for a copy of our Guidelines for Submission on Diskette. 

 

SBS Monographs are to be distributed by Aarhus University Press, Universitetsparken, 8000 Aarhus 

C, Denmark, from whom information on ordering and payment is available. 
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FONTES TIBETICI HAVNIENSES 

General Editor 

Per K. Sørensen 

 

Vol. I: A Fourteenth Century Tibetan Historical Work: rGyal-rabs gsal-ba’i me-loṅ—Author, Date and  

Sources—A Case Study. By Per K. Sørensen. pp. XI, 300. Akademisk Forlag, 1986. DKR 160.–. 

ISBN 87–500–2665–8 

 

Vol. II: Nāgārjuna’s Sūtrasamuccaya. A Critical Edition of the mDo kun-las btus-pa. By Bhikkhu  

Pāsādika. pp. 252. Akademisk Forlag, 1989. DKR 260.-. 

ISBN 87–500–2889–8 

 

Vol. III: A Critical Edition of Bhavya’s Madhyamakaratnapradīpa (Tibetan Version). Ed. Chr. Lindtner  

and Per K. Sørensen. pp. c.150. Akademisk Forlag, 1991 [forthcoming]. 

 

Available from major booksellers or direct from: 
Akademisk Forlag  

Store Kannikestræde 8  

             DK-1002 Copenhagen K  

Denmark 

 

Direct orders are payable by International Money Order only. 

Add DKR 25.– postage and packing when ordering by post. 



   

  

SOCIETY FOR TANTRIC STUDIES 

 

The Society for Tantric Studies is an international association of scholars doing 

research in the Tantras, and is dedicated to the sharing of information. 

STS membership costs $10 US for a single year and includes subscription to the 

STS Newsletter and a copy of our Registry of Scholars Working in Tantric Studies. 

Multiple-year memberships are welcome. 

Send all inquiries and submissions for the newsletter to: 

 

James H. Sanford 

Department of Religions Studies 
University of North Carolina 

Chapel Hill 
NC 27599–3225 

USA 



  

   

 

TANTRA OCCLUDED 

The Unrecognized Role of Tantra 

in Asian Culture 

 

A Conference Proposed for May, 1992 

 

Tantra has played an important role in the development of Asian Culture. That role, however, has 

either been unrecognized or marginalized for a long time. On the one hand, the negative image of 

Tantra held by many Western scholars for almost a century has no doubt copntributed to an 

avoidance of associating one’s subject with the Tantric tradition. On the other hand, scholars 

untrained in Tantra are all too likely to fail to recognize its presence or influence. These external 

reasons for the lack of study are matched by internal reasons, e.g., the esoteric and antinomian 

quality of Tantra. 

In recent years, however, several scholars have begun to work on various aspects of the 

pervasive inluence which Tantra has had on Asian culture. Areas in which this influence can be 

seen, research on some of which has been inittiated, include: popular religion, the rituals of later 

religious traditions, syncretic religious forms, new religious movements, architectural and artistic 

styles and motifs, soteriological theories, folklore, musicology, drama and dance, funerary 

practices, and performative traditions of all kinds. 

In order to more fully define the potential range of of such a perspective, and to further 

stimulate research from that perspective, and interdisciplinary, international conference on the role 

of Tantra in the development of Asian culture is proposed for the Spring of 1992. 

Proposals are solicited from scholars studying Tantra in any area of Asia: South Asia, 

Southeast Asia, East Asia, and Central Asia. Please contact: 

 

Dr. Richard K. Payne 

Religious Studies Program 

301 Campbell Hall 
University of California, Berkeley 

Berkeley, California 94720 
U.S.A. 

 

Please also send any suggestions for other possible participants who you feel should be notified of 

this conference, and any suggestions for specific panel topics. 



   

  

BUDDHICA BRITANNICA 

SERIES CONTINUA 

Published by 

The Institute of Buddhist Studies 

Tring, U.K. 

 

Buddhica Britannica is the name of a publication series recently initiated under the auspices of 

the Institute of Buddhist Studies, Tring, U.K., and supported by the School of Oriental and African 

Studies, University of London. The overall aim of this series is to publish new and original 

material on the Buddhist religion, philosophy, history, art, and other related subjects. The series 

will include studies on all historical periods of Indian Buddhism and on Buddhist traditions 

established in different countries of Asia. Contributions are solicited from scholars competent in 

different aspects of Buddhist studies. It is hoped that the series will be of interest not only to 

scholars and students of Buddhism, but also to the general reader. 

 

Individual Issues of Buddhica Britannica 

The Buddhist Heritage, ed. by T. Skorupski. Released in Autumn 1989; 276 pages, 11 

illustrations; £20. This issue comprises fourteen learned articles on different aspects of Buddhism 

in India, Southeast Asia, Nepal, China, Korea and Japan. 

 

Indo-Tibetan Studies, ed. by T. Skorupski. Released in Spring 1990; 332 pages, 33 illustrations; 

£25. The second issue comprises twenty-four articles on a variety of topics related to Indo-Tibetan 

culture. The impressive selection of articles includes several seminal papers on Tibetan religious 

literature and history; Indo-Tibetan art and iconography; and selected translations and 

commentaries from tantric and medical texts. 

 

Ian Astley-Kristensen, The Rishukyō. Projected for Spring 1991; approx. 300 pages; £27. This 

work comprises an English translation of Amoghavajra’s Chinese version of the Prajñāpāramitā in 
150 Verses and a study of the Sino-Japanese tantric tradition based upon this text, using 

commentaries written by Amoghavajra (705–74) and Kūkai (774–835), the founder of the Japanese 

Shingon tradition, as well as modem Japanese scholars. This text occupies a central place in the 

history, doctrines, and practice of Japanese Shingon Buddhism. 

 

Distribution 

Individual issues may be ordered directly from: 

 

The Institute of Buddhist Studies 

P.O. Box 443, Tring, Herts., HP23 6PX, U.K. 

Otto Harrassowitz 

Taunusstr. 5, P.O. Box 2929, D-6200 Wiesbaden, Germany 

South Asia Books 

P.O. Box 502, Columbia, Missouri 65205, U.S.A. 



  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



   

  

 



  

   

 



   

  

 



  

   

 

 



   

  

Studies in Central and East Asian Religions is published once yearly by The Seminar for Buddhist 

Studies, Copenhagen & Aarhus (Denmark). The Editors welcome scholarly contributions which cast 

light on religious phenomena in the area encompassing Tibet and Central Asia, Mongolia, China, 

Korea, and Japan. Despite the name of our organization, this journal is intended to cover all aspects 

of religious life in the specified area. In addition, a wide variety of standpoints—e.g. philosophic, 

linguistic, historical, anthropological and sociological—will be accommodated. 

General guidelines for the submission of typescripts are as follows: articles (c.25–30 pages in 

length) are to be written on A4 paper (one side), with a wide left margin (40mm) and an ample right 

margin (20mm). Pitch should be 10cpi, with double line spacing. Footnotes are to be indicated 

clearly in the text (numbered continuously), and enclosed on separate sheets at the end of the article. 

Prior to publication, authors will receive one draft copy for corrections, on which only minor changes 

will be allowed. On publication, authors will receive ten offprints of their articles, plus one copy of 

the whole issue, free of charge. 

Material will be accepted in English, French or German. Writers who use Chinese, Korean or 

Japanese sources are requested to append the characters quoted on separate sheets, with a clear 

indication of where the relevant characters belong in the text. Superscript letters are to be used in this 

case. A separate List of Characters, in alphabetical order, is also permissible. 

Authors are encouraged to submit articles on floppy diskette. These should be in ASCII file 

format (i.e. no word-processing codes), readable by MS-DOS or PC-DOS, and normally c.60–80Kb. 

A printed version must be submitted at the same time (letter or near-letter quality). Macintosh files 

are also accepted, but good hard copy must be submitted in such cases. Further details on submission 

in diskette form—including information on conventions for diacritical marks and other accents—

should be obtained from Ian Astley-Kristensen before submission. 

Guidelines for transcription: for Sanskrit, Pāli and other South Asian languages use the 

standard system given in A. L. Basham, The Wonder That Was India, Appendix X; for Chinese use 

the Pinyin system, for Japanese the modified Hepburn system. The standard devised by McCune-

Reischauer, “The Romanization of the Korean Language”, Transactions of the Korean Branch, Royal 

Asiatic Society 29 (1939), pp. 1–55, is to be used for Korean. For Tibetan, use the system 

recommended by the American Library Association rather than that proposed by Wylie (i.e. ṅ, ñ, ś, ź 

rather than ng, ny, sh, zh). Finally, for Mongolian use the system found in Antonie Mostaert, 

Dictionnaire Ordos, pp. 769–809. 

 

The deadline for the submission of typescripts is the 31st of March in the year of 
publication. Material for the Forum section (5–10 pages/10–20Kb) and reviews may be 

submitted up to the 31st of July. Material submitted after these dates can only be 
considered at the discretion of the Editors. 

 


