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FOREWORD 

 
 
 
 
 
The lectures contained in this book are slightly revised versions of those I gave a Bukkyō 
Dendō Kyōkai Visiting Professor at the School of Oriental and African Studies from 
January to March 1994. My thanks are due to the Bukkyō Dendō Kyōkai for instituting 
the Professorship and for the authorities of the School of Oriental and African Studies for 
appointing me to it. 
 
 The lectures were intended for an audience which knew something about 
Buddhism but little or nothing about philology. The notes which I have added are 
intended for the general reader, rather than the specialist, to supply the sources for the 
information I give. 
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