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Pacific World is an annual journal in English devoted to the dissemination of
historical, textual, critical and interpretive articles on Buddhism generally and
Shinshu Buddhism particularly to both academic and lay readerships. The
journal is distributed free of charge. Articles for consideration by the Pacific
World are welcomed and are to be submitted in English and addressed to the
Editor, Pacific World, PMB 202, 650 Castro Street, Suite 120, Mountain View,
CA 94041, USA.

Acknowledgement: This annual publication is made possible by the donation
of Buddha Dharma Kyokai (Society), Inc. of Emerson, New Jersey.

Guidelines for Authors: Manuscripts (approximately 20 standard pages) should
be typed double-spaced with 1-inch margins. Notes should be consecutively
numbered at end of the main text, following specifications of A Manual of Style,
University of Chicago Press. Authors are responsible for the accuracy of all
quotations and for supplying complete references. Clear, clean typescript is
required for electronic page scanning. Please include electronic version on disk
in both formatted and plain text, if possible. Manuscripts should be submitted
by February 1st.

Foreign words should be underlined and marked with proper diacriticals,
except for the following: arhat, bodhisattva, buddha/Buddha, dharma/Dharma,
Hinayana, kalpa, karma, Mahayana, nembutsu, nirvana, samsara, sangha,
shinjin, sutra, yoga. Romanized Chinese follows Wade-Giles system (except in
special cases); romanized Japanese, the modified Hepburn system. Japanese/
Chinese names are given surname first, omitting honorifics. Ideographs prefer-
ably should be restricted to notes.

Editorial Committee reserves the right to standardize use or omission of
diacriticals. Conventionalized English form of sutra title may be used if initially
identified in original or full form in text or note. Editorial Committee reserves
the right to edit all submissions. Typescript that have been edited will be
returned to authors in “galley proof” form for their review before publication,
provided sufficient time is available.

Include institutional affiliation and position, or present status/occupation
and place. All manuspcripts submitted for publication become the property of
Pacific World. Authors must obtain Editor’s permission to publish them else-
where before publication in Pacific World. Ten complimentary reprints of their
articles will be sent to the authors.

EDITORIAL COMMITTEE
Richard K. Payne, Chair

David Matsumoto
Eisho Nasu

REVERSE TITLE PAGE
iv



PACIFIC WORLD
Journal of the Institute of Buddhist Studies

Third Series, Number 1
Fall 1999

SSSSSPECIALPECIALPECIALPECIALPECIAL I I I I ISSUESSUESSUESSUESSUE     ONONONONON     THETHETHETHETHE 500 500 500 500 500THTHTHTHTH A A A A ANNIVERSARYNNIVERSARYNNIVERSARYNNIVERSARYNNIVERSARY     OFOFOFOFOF

RRRRRENNYOENNYOENNYOENNYOENNYO S S S S SHØNINHØNINHØNINHØNINHØNIN'''''SSSSS D D D D DEATHEATHEATHEATHEATH

CONTENTSCONTENTSCONTENTSCONTENTSCONTENTS

Editorial Note 1

ON RENNYO SHØNIN

Rennyo: His Historical Significance and Contemporary
Relevance

Alfred BLOOM 3

Rennyo’s Letter on Kengyoku-ni
David MATSUMOTO, Introduction and Translation 23

The Idea of Impermanence in Rennyo’s Letters
Tomoyasu HAYASHI 31

The Idea of  Tamashii in Buddhism: Who is the “Self”?
Akira ØMINE 47

Rennyo and His Daughter, Kengyoku
Jitsuen KAKEHASHI  61

ARTICLES AND TRANSLATIONS

Shan-tao's Exposition of the Method of Contemplation on
Amida Buddha, Part 1

Hisao INAGAKI, Translator 77

Pure Land Buddhism in China: A Doctrinal History,
Author’s Preface and Chapter One: A General Survey

Shinkø MOCHIZUKI

Leo M. PRUDEN, Translator 91

v



BOOK REVIEWS

Sexuality and Paradox: A Panel Review of Bernard Faure’s
The Red Thread: Buddhist Approaches to Sexuality 105

The Absence of Models for Female Buddhists
Jennifer DUMPERT 105

Context and Perspective
Bruce C. WILLIAMS 109

The Red Thread: Conceptualizing Buddhist Sexuality
Across Time and Place

Greg PETROPOULOS 113

Buddhist Sexualities: Discipline and Transgression
John M. THOMPSON 115

Methodological Reflections on Bernard Faure’s
The Red Thread

Joseph THOMETZ 117

Lopez, Donald S., Jr., Elaborations on Emptiness: Uses of the
Heart Sutra

Kristin Johnston SUTTON 121

NOTES AND NEWS

IBS Programs and Activities 1998-1999 125

BDK Engish Tripitaka: A Progress Report 128

vi



1

EDITORIAL NOTEEDITORIAL NOTEEDITORIAL NOTEEDITORIAL NOTEEDITORIAL NOTE

It seems that every institution goes through periods of expansion
and contraction. Over the last four years, the Institute of Buddhist
Studies has turned its attention inward, and engaged in an extensive re-
evaluation of its entire program, including its publications. The Pacific
World has long been a key element in the Institute’s publications, giving
the Institute a means of expressing its identity. As we have re-evaluated
our identity over the last four years, it has become clear that Contempo-
rary Shin Buddhist Studies is the focus of energies that the Institute
needs to pursue. The idea of Contemporary Shin Buddhist Studies is an
attempt to create a concept that is simultaneously inclusive and focused.

It is inclusive, first, because Shin Buddhism does not exist in
isolation from any other form of Buddhism or any other religious
tradition. Second, the exploration of the many ways in which Shin
Buddhism is related to the religious, philosophic and social concerns of
the contemporary world necessarily means continual re-exploration of
Shin and Buddhist history. At the same time the concept of Contempo-
rary Shin Buddhist Studies focuses our efforts, giving a point of refer-
ence from which to develop both an editorial and an institutional
identity.

After a two-year hiatus, we are now ready to initiate the third series
of the Pacific World. The editorial committee wishes to thank the
Bukkyø Dendø Kyøkai for its understanding and continuing support of
the Institute, the Institute’s own Board of Trustees for their guidance
over the past four years, and the membership of the Buddhist Churches
of America, without whose support the Institute would not exist.

Richard K. PayneRichard K. PayneRichard K. PayneRichard K. PayneRichard K. Payne
Institute of Buddhist Studies, Dean
and Pacific World Editorial Committee, Chair
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