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INSTITUTE OF BUDDHIST STUDIES 
 

COURSE SYLLABUS 
 
 
Course:  WORKS OF SHINRAN II: TEACHING, PRACTICE AND REALIZATION 
Course Number: HRPH 4567 
Semester:   Spring 2017 
Instructor:   David Matsumoto 
Units:   3.00 

Description: 
o An examination of The True Teaching, Practice, and Realization of the Pure Land Way 

(Kyōgyōshinshō) of Shinran (1173-1262), the major work of the founder of Jōdo Shinshū. 
Reading materials will be in English, with occasional reference to the original text. 

o Emphasis will be placed on the development of students' understanding of doctrinal terms 
and concepts in Japanese to facilitate their ability to conduct further academic study of 
Shinran`s thought and to familiarize them with the exegetical method of Shin Buddhist 
Studies (Shinshū-gaku). 

o Students will be expected to have some familiarity with Pure Land Buddhism, the Jōdo 
Shinshū tradition and Shin Buddhist thought. 

Student Learning Objectives 
o Students will be able to gain a structured and critical exploration of the Shin Buddhist 

tradition as the basis for Shin Buddhist ministerial formation and the development of 
facilities to provide pastoral care. 

o Specifically students will be able to 
o gain familiarity with all available English translations of Shinran's principal text, The 

True Teaching, Practice and Realization, and with the overall structure and content 
of the text; 

o identify, read, and engage in a critical examination of Shinran’s principal text and its 
relationship to his shorter works; 

o discuss the doctrinal themes and issues set forth in that work, and relate them to 
Shinran’s critical perspective on the historical/doctrinal development of Pure Land 
Buddhist thought and practice; 

o gain an introduction to the exegetical and interpretative methods of traditional and 
contemporary Shin Buddhist Studies; and 

o gain a working knowledge of core Shin Buddhist ideas and values, which will form 
the foundation of their ministerial and pastoral work in multi-cultural and multi-
religious community.  

Classroom Meetings  - Tuesday, 2:10 to 5:00 PM, Room 130 Jodo Shinshu Center 
Note: Students not in the vicinity of the Jodo Shinshu Center in Berkeley, CA will be able to 
participate in class sessions in real time via Webex.com. 
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Class Format 
o Lecture materials, reading assignments, and homework assignments will be provided on a 

regular basis to all students through the GTU Moodle system, which can be accessed at 
http://moodle.gtu.edu/.  Each student must acquire a user ID and password from the 
registrar at his/her school in order to access the Moodle site. 

o Each week we will closely read and examine one or more of English translations of the 
True Teaching, Practice and Realization of the Pure Land Way, together with selected 
passages from the original Japanese work and other works by Shinran.  

o Our examination will cover the text's historical and doctrinal context, structure, style of 
composition, place within the framework of Shinran’s thought, and role in the 
development of Shin Buddhist thought.  

o At the same time, we will occasionally compare the translations to kanbun and 
kakikudashi versions of the text and examine certain doctrinal terms in Japanese to 
facilitate students' ability to conduct further academic study of Shinran's thought and to 
familiarize them with the exegetical method of Shinshūgaku. 

Requirements 
Students will be required to do the following: 
1. Read all assigned sections of the text carefully in English translation and identify the 

doctrinal issues discussed in them. 
2. Identify significant doctrinal terms and ideas both in English and Japanese. 
3. Participate fully in classroom discussion and presentations. 
4. Compete all writing assignments. 

Writing Assignments: 

Students will be required to  
1. Write a brief outline of the True Teaching, Practice, and Realization (no more than 10 

pages). 
2. Maintain a record of their readings by completing the form “Points for Consideration” for 

each chapter of the text. Those records will be reviewed periodically by the instructor 
during the semester. 

3. Write a research paper of no more than ten (10) pages on a topic that is relevant to this 
course and approved by the instructor. The paper should reflect students' familiarity with 
and understanding of the True Teaching, Practice, and Realization.  It will be due one 
week after the final class session 

Grading 
Grading is based on students' class attendance and participation in discussions (50% of 
grade) and completion of writing assignments (50% of grade). 

Office Hours 

Please call 510-809-1452 (office) or 510 384-3818 (cell), or email at drmatsumoto@shin-
ibs.edu to the instructor to make an appointment. 
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Required Text: 
o True Teaching, Practice and Realization of the Pure Land Way. Translated by Dennis 

Hirota, et al. In Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha. In Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha. Collected 
Works of Shinran, Vol. I. Kyoto: Hongwanji International Center, 1997. CWS I, 1-292. 
 (The text is also available on-line at: http://shinranworks.com/the-major-expositions/) 

Supplementary Texts (Not required) 

o Kyōgyōshinshō: On Teaching, Practice, Faith, and Enlightenment. Translated by Hisao 
Inagaki. Berkeley: Numata Center for Buddhist Translation and Research, 2003.  
(The text is also available on-line: http:/ /wwwl2.canvas.ne.jp/horai/kgssa.htm). 

o Shinran’s Kyōgyōshinshō. The Collection of Passages Expounding the True Teaching, 
Living, Faith, and Realizing of the Pure Land. Translated by D.T. Suzuki; foreword by 
Sengaku Mayeda; introduction by Mark Blum. Oxford & New York: Oxford University 
Press. 2013. 

o The Kyōgyōshinshō. Translated and annotated by the Ryūkoku Translation Center. 
Kyōto: Ryūkoku University.1966. 

o Additional reading materials will be distributed in class by the instructor via Moodle. 
 
Course Schedule and Readings: 
 

1. Weeks 1 - 3: An Introduction to the True Teaching, Practice, and Realization 

Readings: 
a. Overviews and outline of the True Teaching, Practice, and Realization: 

"Introduction to The True Teaching, Practice, and Realization of the Pure land Way," 
in the CWS, vol. 2, pp. 11-74. 

Ryōji Oka, "The Structure of the Kyōgyōshinshō," Pacific World Journal 3-3 (2001): 
pp. 95-124. 

Hisao Inagaki, "Some Reflections on the Kyōgyōshinshō: A Reading' Guide," 
(forthcoming, Pure Land Journal, New Series 23). 

Kaneko Daiei, "About the Kyōgyōshinshō,"trans. by Kodo Umezu and Jerry Bolick 
(forthcoming, Pure Land Journal, New Series 23). 

Outline of the Kyōgyōshinshō (Kyōgyōshinshō tai'i), trans. by Eisho Nasu 
(forthcoming, Pure Land journal, New Series 23). 

b. Historical background of the True Teaching, Practice, and Realization and its 
transmission: 

James Dobbins, Jodo Shinshu: Shin Buddhism in Medieval Japan (Bloomington and 
Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 1989), pp. 11-46, and 99-131. 

Eisho Nasu. "Rely on the Meaning, Not the Words: Shinran's Methodology and 
Strategy for Reading Scriptures and Writing the Kyōgyōshinshō." In Discourse and 
Ideology in Medieval Japanese Buddhism, edited by Richard K. Payne and Taigen 
Dan Leighton. London: Routledge, 2006, pp. 240-262. 
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c. Other related issues: 

Jitsuen Kakehashi, "Shinran's View of Other Power," Pacific World Journal 3-2 
(2000): pp. 61-98. 

The Collected Works of Shinran, reviewed by Eisho Nasu, Pacific World journal 3-2 
(2000): pp. 257-264. 

 
2. Weeks 4 - 15: A close reading of the True Teaching, Practice, and Realization. 


